
The mission of the Columbia Farmers Market is to 
provide both the local farmer and consumer a reliable, 
regulated marketplace for the direct exchange of high-
quality and safe food. By facilitating such commerce 
the market strives to meet the needs of the local 
consumer while encouraging sustainable agriculture 
in mid-Missouri.
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we believe that all people 
deserve to eat great, local food.
That’s why CFM and Sustainable Farms & Communities work together 
to help alleviate hunger in our community by matching SNAP and WIC 
benefits at the market, through the Access to Healthy Food program.

Individuals and 
families enrolled

SNAP and 
WIC matches

EBT  
transactions

SNAP tokens dispensed$48,878

1,346  1,346  

$49,358 AHF tokens dispensed

SNAP and matching funds dispensed

Access to Healthy Food SNAP and WIC Matching Program:

1,5761,576 386386

Proper nutrition is the basis of 
sound health.  
That’s why CFM, CCUA, and Compass Health have teamed up to write 
folks prescriptions for fresh produce to redeem at the market. 

PPP funds dispensed

PPP transactions

PPP households enrolled

Our seniors deserve to eat fresh, local food but often 
don’t know about our programs.  CFM has partnered with 
the Missouri Department of Agriculture to provide matching 
funds for seniors who present Senior Farmers Market 
Nutrition Program vouchers, so they can buy more produce.

$1,140 SFMNP 
matches  
dispensed

Senior Farmers Market 
Nutrition Program 
(July-Sept.)
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2021 summary:
Voted #1 Farmers Market 
in the Nation, Midwest, and Missouri

highest customer count on record

132132,,895 895 
customers visited CFM in 2021. 
95% increase from 2020!

$3,314,850 
estimated vendor sales

50 % 
increase 
in sales

75 
m a r k e t  
d a t e s$267,340 cash value tokens dispensed 

$372,676 
total token sales 

$349,623 
tokens redeemed 

full-time  
employees

3199 acres 
of diversified farmland 
in production by vendors

27 women-owned 
businesses

v e n d o r s 
inspected24 

144 114 part-time 
employees & 77 vendors sold at cfm

59% of vendors reported an increase in sales

Our Vendors
Voted 2021 Feast 50 Awards: 
Columbia “Best Farmer’s Market”

Voted 2021 Inside Columbia’s Best of Columbia “Best COVID Pivot”

 Plant a seed and watch it grow... 

2021 appeared to be the beginning of a dream realized for many CFM vendors, staff, and partners who have worked hard behind the 
scenes for years.  The goal of CFM and its partners in constructing Columbia’s Agriculture Park was to create a space for sustainability, 
agriculture, education, commerce, and community to flourish.  From record-setting crowds, to unprecedented vendor sales, to 
customer and vendor utilization of educational programming, the vision long held by a small group of vendors in a gravel parking lot 
decades ago has started to take shape.  We’re excited about all that is still to come as construction of the Ag Park continues, but in the 
meantime, here’s our year in review:

Produce Prescription Program (Mid-Sept. - Dec.)



of visitors come to 
the market weekly

customers have been shopping 
at CFM for over 10 years

48% customers shop with 
4-5 vendors each week

customers report spending 
more money at CFM in 202146% 

participants in the 
weekly kids' activities

$43$43 average customer 
spend per market

31% 
27%

3001 

86% car
7% other means

4% bike
2% walk

0.8% taxi/rideshare
0.2% two-wheeled 

motor vehicle

HOW DO THEY get  
to the market? 

WHAT DO THEY BY? 
37% produce
16% baked goods
14% meat/eggs
11% plants/flowers
11% prepared foods/drinks
6% dairy
3% crafts/art/services
2% honey

In 2021, CFM and Columbia Public Schools worked 
together to provide food vouchers to Career Center 
cooking students to purchase local produce.

Hands-on education is 
the best education. 

$16,470 CPS Food Vouchers Dispensed

Marketing the market  
is a big job…
Being a farmer and running a business are two 
totally different things.  Through a $250,000 
USDA Farmers Market Promotional Program 
Grant, CFM has been able to build vendors' 
websites and help them acquire marketing 
skills.  By supporting our vendors in this way, 
CFM hopes to help our businesses grow without 
taking the focus off of what they grow.

To provide capacity building through advertising 
training and technical assistance programs to 
vendors that will increase customer and producer 
connections, and sales at CFM.

USDA Farmers Market 
Promotional Program:

individuals from 17 community service 
organizations learned about CFM & CFM producers 
in 2021 through ambassador outreach

384384

11 11 “Site-in-a-Day” vendors received a website & 
photoshoot in 2021, totaling a $37,950 investment

105105 vendors participated in marketing 
training workshops in 2021

66 marketing workshops offered to provide 
technical assistance and education in 2021

652652 market tours were given in 2021 
through the ambassador program

FMPP Grant Stats

CFM is what I compare every other farmers market to and 
it ALWAYS comes out on top. It's more than just a place to 
shop, it's an experience.

“I love it. It is one of the greatest joys of my week. I am so 
thankful for all the people who make it happen and grow.”

2021 summary:
Our customers



My family absolutely loves the farmers market and it’s amazing 
to see how much it’s grown over the years. It’s such a beautiful 
start to my Saturday’s and I love the environment and people. I'm 
so grateful for all of the vendors, staff, and volunteers! And I’ve 
loved seeing our local farmers’ items in our grocery stores. We 
have come so far in Columbia and I’m so excited to see how the 
farmers market evolves and expands through the years to come.

I absolutely adore the 
farmers market! It is 
such a magical place 
where I really feel 
connected to the heart 
of our community. We 
do 99% of our weekly 
grocery shopping at the 
market and usually can 
find everything we need.

I always appreciate the amazing 
produce, friendly faces, and 
great conversations I have with 
the community at the Columbia 
Farmer’s Market. I end up spending 
most of my time talking and 
laughing with amazing people, 
getting recipes or cooking tips, and 
listening to wonderful live music. 
Doesn’t matter what season, 
there is always something exciting 
happening at CFM.

The Columbia Farmers Market has brought 
such joy to my family. It’s an adventure I enjoy 
taking my son on regularly! CFM has also 
provided my sister with an outlet to fall in love 
with plant science.

Our family loves the Columbia Farmers Market. It’s 
our toddler’s favorite Saturday morning activity. Every 
Saturday we have to go and get banana bread and 
lemonade, then we head over to the stage to listen to the 
band play. I am so grateful the CFM is in our community.
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